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‘O, WRITE MY NAME’ 
 AMERICAN PORTRAITS - HARLEM HEROES 
 
 In celebration of National Black History Month, Seton Hall University’s Walsh 
Library Gallery and The Graduate Program for Museum Professions present the 
exhibition, ‘O, Write My Name’ American Portraits - Harlem Heroes.  This exhibit will 
be on view from January 19 through February 28, 1999, at the Walsh Library Gallery, 
Monday – Friday, 10:30a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and by special arrangement.  A gallery 
reception will be held Friday, February 5 from 4:30 to 7:30pm at the Walsh Library 
Gallery. Gil Noble host of Like It Is, WABC TV, is the invited speaker. The evening 
event features live music by Grammy ballot nominee Jason “Malletman” Taylor and 
selections by The Seton Hall University Gospel Choir.  There will also be a screening 
preview of the new six-hour Henry Hampton/Blackside documentary I’ll Make Me A 
World. The exhibit and reception are free and open to the public.  
         ‘O, Write My Name’ American Portraits- Harlem Heroes, now a travelling 
exhibition, was organized by the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, The 
New York Public Library. It is sponsored by the Walsh Library Gallery at Seton Hall 
University where the exhibition has been co-curated by Tanya Riggs and Kaia Black, 
students in the Graduate Program for Museum Studies. The exhibition and related events 
have been supported by the Office for Community Development, the Student Activities 
Board, the National Council for Negro Women, the Office of Alumni Relations, and the 
Office of the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. 
      The extraordinary collection exhibited consists of fifty photogravures photographed 
by Carl Van Vechten depicting the Harlem community from the mid 1920’s through the 
1960’s.  Carl Van Vechten was a novelist, essayist, poet, and has documented one of the 
most prodigious and progressive periods in American History.  The Harlem Renaissance 
highlights African American contributions and creativity in literature, music, the theater, 
and the fine arts.  The exhibit presents photos of artists in many fields, representing the 
artistic zeal and the black experience during this epoch.  Some of the artists represented 
include Marion Anderson, Langston Hughes, Bessie Smith, Mahalia Jackson, Paul 
Robeson, Zora Neale Hurston, Jacob Lawrence, Horace Pipin and Richard Wright. 
     In conjunction with this exhibition, the Walsh Library Gallery is pleased to have 
become part of a nation-wide partnership previewing a new Henry Hampton/ Blackside 
production, I’ll Make Me A World: A Century of African American Arts, Artists and 
Communities.  The six-hour documentary will be nationally televised February 1-3, 1999, 
on PBS. Part of the series will be aired at the February 5th reception and as part of the 
educational programming offered in conjunction with the exhibit.  For further 
information please call (973) 275-2033.  
 
